Several sporadic outbreaks of El Tor cholera in Sunpathong, Chiang Mai, September-October, 1987.
From September through October 1987, a cholera outbreak involving 59 cases of biotype El Tor, serotype Inaba occurred in Sunpathong district, Chiang Mai. No cases died. Twenty-seven cases were males and 32 were females. The age ranged between 4 months and 85 years, with a median of 36 years. The outbreak affected 7 small communities, and showed different vehicles of infection. Six housewives and one girl were infected with cholera in the first localized outbreak. The transmission of infection appeared due to the consumption of packed food contaminated by an infected food handler. In the second localized outbreak, 6 young males acquired cholera after eating uncooked fish harvested from a canal contaminated with cholera organisms. Another outbreak of cholera with 24 culture-confirmed cases occurred among guests at a funeral held in one rural village. The source of infection was traced to uncooked pork contaminated from an infected butcher: Early detection of infected persons, rapid identification of possible vehicles of transmission, and prompt implementation of control measures effectively curtailed the extension of these outbreaks.